
 
 
Dear Mandela Family, March 22, 2020 
 
I hope that you are all finding your “new normal” as we face these challenging times together.  I 
will be sending these updates every Sunday evening/Monday for us to stay in consistent 
communication.  We will continue communicating with you through these methods:  our website, 
Class DOJO, Facebook and School Messenger.  We want to make sure that you have up to 
date information and understand our procedures.  The format will be the same, and the content 
will change.  Today, the Commissioner of Education and the Governor hosted a third ZOOM 
conference for all school leaders.  There is a much better picture of what we are required to do 
and how we are to handle everything from learning to assessments and from nutrition to state 
reporting.  By order of Governor Ricketts, all schools in Omaha are to remain closed 
through APRIL 30, 2020.  
 
Here is the plan for this week (March 23-27): 
EDUCATION 

1. All teachers have created learning packets again. There are also violin lessons and 
technology or art lessons as well.  

2. Each week you will return the completed packet and pick up a new packet.  ALL WORK 
IS BEING GRADED! 

3. Teachers continue to use Freckle to assign work and monitor your scholar’s progress 
and assign more practice or enrichment based on that work. 

4. This week, every scholar is receiving the Guest Reader books that would have been 
read.  Please read the book together and talk about what you liked and what ideas you 
have about the author’s purpose and perspective. 

5. Teachers continue to post on Class DOJO .  MANY of the items in the learning packet 
are taught through this platform, and so we ARE REQUIRING  that you, or 
your scholar, log in EVERY DAY.  

6. We are now beginning NEW CONTENT and we are  teaching it so that you do not have 
to!  Some teachers are using Google Classroom or other on-line programs.  This is why 
it is so important for you to be connected on Class Dojo. 

7. Mrs. Davis is posting lessons and she will be available for Facetime or Skype personal 
lessons.  Please email her at jdavis@omandela.org to set up the lessons. 

8. You can email your classroom teacher for any clarifications or questions. Teacher emails 
are on the website.  

9. Every scholar is receiving a journal.  Some teachers have specific writing assignments, 
and if not, please feel free to have your scholar use it to journal thoughts and feelings. 
This is a good exercise to express feelings and emotions. 
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NUTRITION 

1. We know that this pandemic has caused a lot of disruption in everyone’s lives and for 
many has caused reduced hours at work, or loss of a  job completely.  We have been 
approved as a family meal site, so we are able to provide breakfast and lunch for 
everyone under 18 in your household for as long as this lasts.  

2. You are able to go to the OPS food distribution sites and tell them that you are a 
Mandela family and you can receive food there. 

3. Meals for the week will be distributed on Mondays. 
 

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 
1. Mrs. Wells is making herself available by phone and email and she can also connect you 

to other resources.  She posted these on the Nelson Mandela Class Dojo. 
2. See our Website under the Coronavirus Tab to have access to many resources, 

including How to Talk to Your Child about COVID-19. 
3. Dr. Toohey will be in the school everyday and you are welcome to call. 

 
PICK UP PROCESS: 
1. Pull into a parking spot. 
2. Call the front desk and tell them you have arrived. 
3. We will bring the items out on a cart.  Please take your items, sign forms and then 
place the completed packet on the cart. 
4.  NOBODY IS ALLOWED IN THE BUILDING OTHER THAN TEAM MEMBERS. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 

1.  Please remember to wash hands often, cover coughs, keep a social distance and avoid 
crowds.  

2. WE HAVE INCLUDED A NEW TOOTHBRUSH AND TOOTHPASTE IN THE 
PACKETS.  PLEASE LOOK ON OUR WEBSITE FOR TOOTHBRUSHING VIDEOS! 

 
Thank you for being a part of the Meerkat Family and we will get through this! 
 

 

 


